
Milestones

1973

On January 26th, pioneers from the 
flower industry gathered to start 

ASOCOLFLORES, with the objective 
of confronting two main challenges: 

transportation and Government 
affairs.

The first lawsuit in the USA against 
Colombian flower exporters was filed 
requiring payment of countervailing 

duties. The pertaining legal process was 
coordinated by ASOCOLFLORES.

1977

With support from PROEXPO, 
ASOCOLFLORES undertook the 

construction of the coolers at the 
Olaya Herrera Airport.70s 80s

A joint flower importer fund was started 
and with ASOCOLFLORES, the 

Association of Floral Importers of 
Florida (AFIF) was established to 

promote flowers and defend their 
interests.

1982 1984

ASOCOLFLORES achieved the 
inclusion of Colombian flowers in the 
Generalized System of Preferences 
(SGP, in Spanish), which eliminated 

duties in the European market.

The Colombia Flower Council was 
created in Miami jointly between AFIF 
and ASOCOLFLORES to promote the 

purchase of flowers and defend the 
interests of Colombian flower growers 

in the United States.

1987

1988

The regional office of 
ASOCOLFLORES opened 

its doors in Antioquia.

APHIS detected Chrysanthemum White Rust (Puccinia 
Horiana) entering Miami. 

ASOCOLFLORES coordinated a prevention and
 eradication strategy for the Chrysanthemum White 

Rust jointly with the Colombian Phytosanitary Agency 
(ICA).

1989

ASOCOLFLORES cofounded 
the BASC- Colombia (Business 

Alliance for Secure Commerce).

The first PROFLORA exhibit and the 
Fourth World Carnation Symposium 

were carried out in Bogotá.

1991
90s

The Andean Trade Preference Act (ATPA) 
approved, with tariff preferences for pro-

ducts exported to the United States, inclu-
ding flowers.

ASOCOLFLORES sponsor the study “Dimensión 
Ambiental de los Cultivos de Flores” [Environmental 

Dimensions of Flower Farms] byJaveriana 
University stating, the foundations for 

ASOCOLFLORES social and environmental 
programs.

1992

1996

FLORVERDE was born pursuing social 
and environmental practices in the 

flower industry.

2000
2001

SAF granted its top “Hall of Fame” 
award to José María “Pepe” de la Torre 

(Phoenix).

WFFSA granted its LTK 
Award to José María “Pepe” 
de la Torre (St. Petersburg).

2002
2003

President Álvaro Uribe, on behalf of 
the Government of Colombia, 

granted the “Silver Cross of National 
Merit” to ASOCOLFLORES during 

Proflora.

2004
2006

ASOCOLFLORES 
launched the 

Petal Plan.

SAF granted Augusto 
Solano, CEO of 

ASOCOLFLORES, the “John 
Walker” award (Naples).2008

Condoleezza Rice, 
US Secretary of State, visited a 

flower farm in Antioquia. 2010

The Free Trade 
Agreement (TLC, 
in Spanish) with 

Canada was 
signed.

2012

At the General Assembly of Union Fleurs in Germany, 
the Floriculture Sustainability Iniciative (FSI) was 

conceived to harmonize floral certifications. Current-
ly, ASOCOLFLORES represents the Southern 

Hemisphere producers at the Board.

ASOCOLFLORES actively 
participated in the concession 
contract of the new El Dorado 

Airport project.

Signed in 2006, the Free 
Trade Agreement (TLC, in 
Spanish) with the United 

States was finally implemen-
ted after numerous renewals 

of the ATPA/ATPDEA. 

2014

ASOCOLFLORES launched the international 
promotion country brand 

“Flowers of Colombia – diversity that inspires”.

ASOCOLFLORES received from 
President Iván Duque, at Proflora, the 
national award of High Officer of the 

Industrial Merit Order.

2019

2020

With the presence of President 
Iván Duque, the 2030 Agenda 
of the Flower Growing Sector 

was signed.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
ASOCOLFLORES facilitated normal 
and continuous operations ensuring 

non-stop exports.

Despite local demonstrations and 
blockade incidents, 

ASOCOLFLORES played an 
effective role with the different 

participants, ensuring
operation continuity.

PROFLORA´s 30th anniversary. The most 
important international fresh cut flowers fair 

was cancelled due to the pandemic.

2021
WFFSA granted its LTK 

Award to Augusto 
Solano (Miami).

ASOCOLFLORES became the 
chair of the Board of Directors of 

Union Fleurs.

2022

The highest 
historical value of 

flower exports 
was attained.     2023

1993

Along with other 13 industry 
associations, Asocolflores was 
the founder of Guild National 

Council.

Colombia adhered to the International Union for the 
Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), which protects 

breeder rights. ASOCOLFLORES ensured access to new flower 
varieties which today can be registered, protecting varieties 

developed in Colombia.

Asocolflores was one of the founders of the 
Colombian branch of The World Business 

Council for Sustainable Development  
WBSCD (Cecodes, in Spanish).

The US Floral Trade Council presented a 
dumping lawsuit  for roses from Colombia and 

Ecuador. ASOCOLFLORES was able to lower the 
initial tariff just before Valentine´s 1995.

1994

An agreement with the U.S. Government and North 
American flower growers was reached in order to end 

the dumping lawsuits. The Flower Promotion 
Organization (FPO) was established as a generic 

promotion of flowers uptake in the United States.

1998

ASOCOLFLORES started contributing 
funds to the Society of American 

Florists (SAF) and the American Floral 
Endowment (AFE).

ASOCOLFLORES launched the 
program Cultivating Peace in the 

Family, with USAID funding, against 
family violence. Inspired by Lucie de 

Vélez (Suasuque).

1999The Central Western 
Regional Office of 
ASOCOLFLFORES 
opened its doors in 
Pereira. Today, it is 

known as the National 
Office of Specialized 
Producers (DNPP, in 

Spanish).

2011

FLORVERDE became 
FLORVERDE® Sustainable 

Flowers (FSF) as a third party 
certification.

Project Merlin was developed under the leadership of 
ASOCOLFLORES in conjunction with MAERSK Shipping and 
with financing from the Andean Development Corporation 
(CAF, in Spanish), to set the foundations for the maritime 

transport of flowers for export.

The Free Trade Agreement 
with the European Union 

was signed.

2013
ASOCOLFLORES received from President Juan 

Manuel Santos, at Proflora, the Silver Cross of the 
Order of Boyacá (highest peacetime decoration 

of Colombia).

Joe Biden, Vicepresident of the 
United States, arrived in Colombia 

to highlight the benefits of the 
Free Trade Agreement (TLC, in 

Spanish). He visited a flower farm 
in Cundinamarca.

The Free Trade Agreement 
(TLC, in Spanish) was 

signed with South Korea.

ASOCOLFLORES put together the employer 
brand “We proudly grow flowers of Colombia”.

2017

Roses Inc. filed a dumping complaint 
against the Colombian rose exporters. 

ASOCOLFLORES and other Colombian 
companies managed to win the 
lawsuit that was threatening the 

competitiveness of roses in this market.

Asocolflores held the First Floriculture 
Congress in Cartagena.

The Colombian Center for Floriculture 
Innovation (CENIFLORES, in Spanish) 

was established.
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2008

SAF granted the Paul 
Ecke, Jr. Award to 
Ernesto and Lucie 

Vélez (Phoenix).


